	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fundraising Gala Aligns Digerati to Envision Future of the Library
Vancouver Public Library Foundation's first annual TOUCH
Vancouver, BC (September 4, 2013) – The Vancouver Public Library Foundation will be
hosting, TOUCH, a dynamic new annual fundraising event on Friday, October 4, 2013. TOUCH
features an evening of entertainment and innovation in the Atrium at Library Square with
interactive technologies and installations, live performances, cocktails & canapés, an impressive
silent auction, and some of Vancouver's most influential digerati.
This year's TOUCH proceeds will directly support the creation of VPL's Inspiration Lab. The
Inspiration Lab will be a bold, energetic space with state of the art technology, 3-D printing,
sound studio, film editing, and digital design for all Vancouverites to enjoy.
"The Central Library offers a wealth of resources to entrepreneurs of all kinds. The Inspiration
Lab will create opportunities for the VPL to build a connection with the creative professionals
who are so important to Vancouver's economy and identity," shared VPLF Director of
Development, Jenny Marsh. "This fundraising event will unite a new group of library supporters
and give a preview of how VPL's Inspiration Lab will inform, engage, and connect the city."
TOUCH's silent auction will include tech equipment to a series of auction items with Vancouver's
influential citizens offering one hour mentoring sessions over coffee, breakfast, or a tour of their
business. The evening will also feature six installations that represent the symbiotic relationship
between libraries and digerati:
§

Touch of Light: An interactive light art installation that focuses on the tactile experience of
light and darkness.

§

PaperDude VR: Virtual reality experience tapping into the nostalgia of the golden age of
paper routes.

§

Robotic Writer: A sketching device that creates 2D drawings of a topic or a theme.

§

Babble-On: A book art sculpture projecting multiple language tracts.

§

Titanoboa: An independent project supported by eatART to reincarnate the ancient 50ft
serpent rendered extinct by climate change.

§

Authors Lounge: Steve Burgess (Who Killed Mom?); Jen Sookfong Lee (The Better Mother,
Shelter, and The End of East); and Timothy Taylor (Stanley Park, Story House, Silent Cruise,
and The Blue Light Project).

The role of a library within a community is changing and the way people interact with the library
and the services it offers is also changing. TOUCH will showcase how traditional brick and
mortar libraries have evolved into today's intriguing modern hybrids of digitized information.
VIP Preview 8:00 pm; General Entry 9:00 pm. Tickets and info: www.vplfoundation.ca/touch
###
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About The Vancouver Public Library www.vpl.ca
Funded by the City of Vancouver, Vancouver Public Library is the third largest public library system
in Canada, with over 373,000 cardholders and more than 9 million items borrowed annually. Today,
with exceptional collections, services and technologies offered at 22 branches and an extensive
virtual library, VPL is accessible to all citizens of Vancouver.
About The Vancouver Public Library Foundation http://pwp.vpl.ca/foundation
Vancouver Public Library Foundation is the primary source of fundraising for VPL. Through the
support of individuals, corporations and foundations, the VPL Foundation is dedicated to securing
new sources of financial assistance to supplement core government funding and enhance Library
programs and services.
About Curator, Malcolm Levy
Martin Levy is an artist based in Vancouver, BC. He is the co-founder and current Artistic Director of
the New Forms Festival (1999–present), and previous curator of CODE Live at the 2010 Winter
Olympics, where he oversaw the installation of over 40 interactive media artworks and 8
performances across the city. Malcolm is also the Founder and Director of Hybridity. Comprised of a
music label, a curatorial and consulting division, and a project team installation artwork and software
development, Hybridity is made up of a collection of artists, producers, thinkers, and technicians. The
company works as a collaborative team to create innovative projects, which fuse technological
expertise and artistic practice.
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